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ASOCIATIA ROMANA A APEI, IMPLICATA IN SOLUTIONAREA
PROBLEMELOR DIN INDUSTRIA APE

THE ROMANIAN WATER ASSOCIATION, INVOLVED IN SOLUTIONING
THE PROBLEMS WITHIN THE WATER INDUSTRY

Asociatia Romana a Apei face parte dintr-un sector
esential al economiei, fiindca apa este un element
esential al vietii. Seriozitatea cu care acest sector
trebuie privit si dezvoltat se cade sa fie maxima, mai
ales ca perspectivele de viitor, vazute atat prin
prisma schimbarilor geopolitice, cat si a celor clima-
tice, nu sunt deloc Tmbucuratoare. Lumea se con-
frunta cu o criza de stabilitate si predictibilitate, dar
si cu una de apa, care se accentueaza de la an la an,
odata cu cresterea temperaturilor. Stim prea bine ca
tara noastra nu este ocolita de secete, iar furnizarea
apei catre populatie a avut sincope n ultimii ani da-
torita lipsei de precipitatii, a secarii raurilor si a sca-
derii panzei freatice. Cu toate acestea, operatorii
regionali de apa din Romania au facut si fac eforturi
sustinute pentru a-si indeplini contractele prin care
furnizeaza servicii catre aproape 11 milioane de lo-
cuitori si peste 169.000 de agenti economici si insti-
tutii publice si private.

Gestionam, Tn acest moment, proiecte cu fonduri
europene de aproximativ 6 miliarde de euro si avem
n pregatire proiecte de alte 4 miliarde de euro.

Practic, lucrand dupa principiile UE, am obtinut
nu doar resurse financiare sub forma de fonduri eu-
ropene, ci ne-am perfectionat si in gestionarea aces-
tor resurse, eficient si responsabil, prin dezvoltarea
capacitatilor noastre administrative si tehnice. Acest
model a fost gandit astfel incat sa evitam dependenta
totala de ajutoarele externe sau de sprijinul direct al
statului; ne-am dezvoltat competente care ne permit
sa operam autonom.

Cu toate acestea, recentele acte normative, pre-
cum 0.U.G. 156/2024 sau proiectul legii bugetului de
stat, aduc cu sine o serie de restrictii suplimentare,
care complica semnificativ procesul nostru operatio-
nal.

The Romanian Water Association is part of an es-
sential sector of economy, because water is an essen-
tial element of life. We must regard this sector with
maximum seriousness, constantly developing it, es-
pecially because the future perspectives, both from
geopolitical and climate point of view, are not at all
encouraging. The world is facing a crisis of stability
and predictability, but also a water crisis, which is in-
tensifying from year to year, with increasing temper-
atures. We know very well that our country is not
spared by droughts, and the supply of water to the
population has suffered in recent years due to the
lack of precipitation, the drying up of rivers and the
decline in the water table. However, the regional
water operators in Romania have made and are mak-
ing sustained efforts to fulfill their contracts through
which they provide services to almost 11 million in-
habitants and over 169,000 economic agents and pu-
blic and private institutions.

We are currently managing projects with European
funds of approximately 6 billion euros and have pro-
jects of another 4 billion euros in preparation.

Practically, by working according to EU principles,
we have not only obtained financial resources in the
form of European funds, but we have also improved
our management of these resources, efficiently and
responsibly, by developing our administrative and
technical capacities. This model was designed in such
a way as to avoid total dependence on external aid
or direct state support; we have developed skills that
allow us to operate autonomously.

However, recent normative acts, such as 0.U.G.
15672024 or the draft state budget law, bring with
them a series of additional restrictions, which signif-
icantly complicate our operational process.

In this context, RWA has submitted a memorandum
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In acest context, ARA a depus un memoriu catre
Guvernul Romaniei si face toate demersurile pentru
crearea cadrului juridic de exceptare, de catre ope-
ratorii regionali de apa si canalizare, de la aceste or-
donante.

Motivatia este rationala si demonstrabila. Din
cauza acestei ordonante, multi operatori vor intra in
incapacitate de plata. Varianta alternativa ar fi o
crestere a pretului apei cu 30%, Tn medie, dar putand
sa ajunga si la 120%, Tn unele judete. Cresterea ar
afecta direct gradul de suportabilitate al populatiei
si, implicit, capacitatea operatorilor de rambursare
a creditelor necesare cofinantarii proiectelor de in-
vestitii, contractate prin Tmprumuturi de la institutii
financiare internationale sau banci comerciale.

lata cum o decizie pe care o consideram pripita
poate genera efecte nocive in lant, care se repercu-
teaza, pe de o parte, asupra populatiei - multe fami-
lii, mai ales din mediul rural, sunt sarace si n
incapacitate de a plati aceste cresteri -, iar pe de alta
parte, asupra companiilor de apa.

Statul romén, prin organismele sale, ar trebui ca
n situatia Tn care nu poate sa ajute agentii economici
functionali si profitabili, macar sa nu i incurce. Orice
imixtiune Tntr-o piata cu contracte n derulare si cu
angajamente financiare cu bataie lunga, care vi-
zeaza, n primul rand, dezvoltarea si consolidarea
unor retele de interes public, produce destabilizare
si haos. Or, cand mediul politic extern si national e
agitat, se cade sa fim prudenti, uniti si sa ne respec-
tam angajamentele asumate atat inauntrul Romaniei,
cat si la nivelul organismelor internationale.

Asociatia Romana a Apei este deschisa, ca Tntot-
deauna, dialogului cu institutiile publice responsabile
cu finantarea, monitorizarea si reglementarea secto-
rului de alimentare cu apa si canalizare. Prin membrii
sai implicati activ si direct Tn industria apei, ARA ra-
mane un factor de echilibru, responsabilitate si ac-
tiune in procesele de solutionare a tuturor
problemelor din acest sector strategic al Romaniei.

Dr. Ing. llie Vlaicu,
Presedinte Asociatia Romand a Apei
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to the Romanian Government and is taking all steps
to create the legal framework to exempt the regional
water and sewage operators from these ordinances.

The motivation is rational and demonstrable. Be-
cause of this ordinance, many operators will become
insolvent. The alternative would be an increase in the
price of water by 30%, on average, but could reach
120%, in some counties. The increase would directly
affect the affordability of the population and, implic-
itly, the capacity of operators to repay the credits ne-
cessary to co-finance investment projects,
contracted through loans from international financial
institutions or commercial banks.

Here is how a decision that we consider hasty can
generate harmful chain effects, which are reflected,
on the one hand, on the population - many families,
especially in rural areas, are poor and unable to pay
these increases - and on the other hand, on the water
companies.

The Romanian state, through its bodies, should, in
a situation where it cannot help functional and prof-
itable economic agents, at least not confuse them.
Any interference in a market with ongoing contracts
and long-term financial commitments, which aim,
first and foremost, to develop and consolidate public
interest networks, produces destabilization and
chaos. However, when the external and national po-
litical environment is agitated, it is appropriate for
us to be prudent, united and respect our commit-
ments assumed in Romania and at the level of inter-
national bodies.

The Romanian Water Association is open, as al-
ways, to dialogue with public institutions responsible
for financing, monitoring and regulating the water
supply and sewage sector. Together with its members,
actively and directly involved in the water industry,
RWA remains a factor of balance, responsibility and
action in solving all problems in this strategic sector
of Romania.

Dr. eng. llie Vlaicu,
President of the Romanian Water Association




